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National Wetlands Inventory. A Serv-
ice program that produces information
on the characteristics, extent, and sta-
tus of the Nation’s wetlands and deep-
water habitat. The program’s strongest
mandates come from the Emergency
Wetlands Resources Act of 1986 (16
U.S.C. 3901), which directs the Service
to map wetlands, conduct wetlands sta-
tus and trends studies, and disseminate
the information produced.

National Wetlands Priority Conserva-
tion Plan. A plan developed by the
Service for the U.S. Department of the
Interior at the direction of Congress
through the Emergency Wetlands Re-
sources Act of 1986 (16 U.S.C. 3901). The
plan provides the criteria and guidance
for identifying wetlands that warrant
attention for Federal and State acqui-
sition using Land and Water Conserva-
tion Fund appropriations.

Operations. (These activities are in-
eligible under the program; the defini-
tion is included to distinguish these ac-
tivities from acquisition, restoration,
enhancement, and management.) Oper-
ations include activities necessary for
the functioning of a facility or habitat
to produce desired results. These in-
clude public use management and facil-
ity management.

Program. The National Coastal Wet-
lands Conservation Grant Program. A
program administered by the Service
that awards Federal grants through a
competitive process to State agencies
for projects to acquire, restore, man-
age, or enhance coastal wetlands.

Project. One or more related activi-
ties necessary to fulfill a stated objec-
tive to provide for the long-term con-
servation of coastal wetlands including
the lands and waters, hydrology, water
quality, and wetland-dependent wild-
life. These activities can include acqui-
sition, restoration, enhancement, or
management of coastal wetlands.

Restoration. The manipulation of the
physical, chemical, or biological char-
acteristics of a site with the goal of re-
turning natural/historic functions to a
former or degraded wetland.

§84.12 What are the information col-
lection, record keeping, and report-
ing requirements?

(a) Information collection require-
ments include:
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(1) An Application for Federal Assist-
ance (Standard Form 424);

(2) A proposal, following the guidance
of OMB Circular A-102 and the Federal
Aid Grant Application Booklet (OMB
Control Number 1018-0109), that in-
cludes statements of need and objec-
tive(s); a description of expected re-
sults or benefits; the approach to be
used, such as procedures, schedules,
key personnel and cooperators, loca-
tion of the proposed action, and esti-
mated costs to accomplish the objec-
tive(s); identification of any other ac-
tions that may relate to the grant; and
a description of public involvement and
interagency coordination;

(3) Discussion of ranking criteria, in-
cluding a completed summary informa-
tion form (USFWS Form 3-2179);

(4) Assurances of compliance with all
applicable Federal laws, regulations,
and policies (SF 424B or SF 424D); and

(5) Documents, as appropriate, sup-
porting the proposal; for example, envi-
ronmental assessments (including the
NEPA compliance checklist, USFWS
Form 3-2185) and evaluations of effects
on threatened and endangered species.

(6) A grant agreement form if the
proposal is selected for an award
(USFWS Form 3-1552); and

(7) A grant amendment form if the
agreement is modified (USFWS Form
3-1591).

(b) Record-keeping requirements in-
clude the tracking of costs and accom-
plishments related to the grant as re-
quired by 43 CFR 12.60, monitoring and
reporting program performance (43
CFR 12.80), and financial reporting (43
CFR 12.81). The project report should
include information about the acres
conserved, with a breakdown by con-
servation method (for example, ac-
quired, restored, or both) and type of
habitat (list habitat types and include
the acreage of each). Are the results of
the project being monitored? Is there
evidence that the resources targeted in
the proposal (for example, anadromous
fish, threatened and endangered spe-
cies, and migratory birds) have bene-
fited?

(c) Reporting requirements include
retention and access requirements as
specified in 43 CFR 12.82 and authorized
by OMB through the Federal Aid Grant
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Application Booklet (OMB Control
Number 1018-0109).

Subpart B—Applying for Grants

§84.20 What are the grant eligibility
requirements?

(a) Eligible grant activities include:

(1) Acquisition of a real property in-
terest in coastal lands or waters from
willing sellers or partners (coastal wet-
lands ecosystems), providing that the
terms and conditions will ensure the
real property will be administered for
long-term conservation.

(2) The restoration, enhancement, or
management of coastal wetlands eco-
systems, providing restoration, en-
hancement, or management will be ad-
ministered for long-term conservation.

(b) Ineligible activities include but
are not limited to:

(1) Projects that primarily benefit
navigation, irrigation, flood control, or
mariculture;

(2) Acquisition, restoration, enhance-
ment, or management of lands to miti-
gate recent or pending habitat losses
resulting from the actions of agencies,
organizations, companies, or individ-
uals;

(3) Creation of wetlands by humans
where wetlands did not previously
exist;

(4) Enforcement of fish and wildlife
laws and regulations, except when nec-
essary for the accomplishment of ap-
proved project purposes;

(5) Research;

(6) Planning as a primary project
focus (planning is allowable as a mini-
mal component of project plan develop-
ment);

(7) Operations and maintenance;
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(8) Acquiring and/or restoring upper
portions of watersheds where benefits
to the coastal wetlands ecosystem are
not significant and direct; and

(9) Projects providing less than 20
years of conservation benefits.

§84.21 How do I apply for a National
Coastal Wetlands Conservation
Grant?

(a) Eligible applicants should submit
their proposals to the appropriate Re-
gional Director of the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service. Proposals must be
complete upon submission, and must
include the information outlined in
§84.22 to be complete.

(1) Service Regional Federal Aid Of-
fices’ responsibilities for administra-
tion of this grant program include: No-
tifying the States of the program, its
requirements, and any changes that
occur; determining the State agencies
designated by the Governor as eligible
applicants; ensuring that only eligible
applicants apply for grants; coordi-
nating with various Service programs
to ensure that sound and consistent
guidance is communicated to the
States; determining proposal eligi-
bility and substantiality; and deter-
mining 75 percent match eligibility and
notifying the States of approved and
disapproved proposals.

(2) Service Divisions of Ecological
Services in the regions and field and
Fisheries and Habitat Conservation in
the national office provide technical
assistance and work with Federal Aid
to encourage State participation in
this process.

(3) Send your proposals to the appro-
priate Regional Offices, as follows:

Coastal states by service regions

Regional contact information

American Samoa, California, Commonwealth of the Northern
Mariana Islands, Guam, Hawaii, Oregon, and Washington
(Region 1).

Texas (Region 2)

lllinois, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio, and Wisconsin
(Region 3).

Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Mississippi, North Carolina, Puerto
Rico, South Carolina, and the Virgin Islands. Louisiana is not
eligible to participate under Section 305 of 16 U.S.C. 3954,
because Louisiana has its own separate program. (Region 4).

Regional Director (Attention: Federal Aid), U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service, Eastside Federal Complex, 911 NE 11th Ave-
nue, Portland, Oregon 97232-4181, (503) 231-6128.

Regional Director (Attention: Federal Aid), U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service, P.O. Box 1306, 500 Gold Avenue, SW, Albu-
querque, New Mexico 87103, (505) 248-7450.

Regional Director (Attention: Federal Aid), U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service, Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Building, 1 Fed-
eral Drive, Fort Snelling, Minnesota 55111-4056, (612) 713—
5130.

Regional Director (Attention: Federal Aid), U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service, 1875 Century Boulevard, Suite 324, Atlanta,
Georgia 30345, (404) 679-4159.
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